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XIX
LAST YEARS  AND  SURROUNDINGS

RS, SIDDONS, as has been seen, continued to reside
at Westbourne Farm for five years after retirement
growing her favourite pansies in the garden borders,
and taking walks with Patty Wilkinson on what Campbell
denominates ' the shores' of the comparatively recently opened
Paddington Canal, There, he describes how, one day, he met
them, when himself dewy-faced from exercise, carrying his
great-coat, and in no fettle for unexpectedly encountering
' the Queen,' though on his way, all the same, to call on her.

Although Westbourne Farm contained, said Mrs. Siddons,
more accommodation than its appearance indicated, 27 Upper
Baker Street, the lease of which she took, in 1817, must have
been more commodious, especially after her addition to it of
the indispensable studio. The drawing-room, with its tall sash
windows, and railed parapet, giving on the 'small green,' or
garden, was of handsome dimensions. No. 27 was the first
house on the east side, and, thanks to the Prince Regent's
intervention, its end windows, looking north, were permitted
an unobstructed 'country view,' into the Regent's Park, to
obtain which privilege for the honoured actress, Nash had to
abbreviate Cornwall Terrace, then being built

We know little of how Mrs. Siddons's successive homes
were furnished. The early nineteenth century was an age of
pier-glasses and 'pendulesj of glazed lemon-coloured curtains
with dark chintz borders, and of whatever else Carlton House
taste judged genteel. It surprises one to read that the Baker
Street house was so out-of-date, or so individual, as to be
wainscoted with dark oak. In Changing' London. Marylebone
(1906), Mr. J, Geo. Head, F.S.I., states that the drawing-room
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ef.   This, I have no doubt,
